
COUNTRY
USA

REGION
California

APPELLATION
Santa Ynez Valley

SOIL TYPE
sandy, loamy

VARIETAL(S)
5% Merlot
6% Other
9% Petit Sirah
14% Petit Verdot
21% Cabernet Sauvignon
45% Syrah

FARMING
Sustainable

WINEMAKER
Matt Dees

2018 Jonata "Todos" Red Blend

IMPORTED BY IPO Wines

ABOUT THE PRODUCER

Dedicated to expressing a range of red—and a handful of white—wines from its estate in the central

coast of California's Ballard Canyon (Santa Ynez Appellation), Jonata is one of a new breed of

producers throughout the world who are thriving with a non-traditional amalgam of varieties and blends.

With a commitment in particular to Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Syrah, and informed by

cutting edge viticulture, winemaking and a polyface approach to their estate, the Jonata wines are on

the vanguard of an emerging quality movement in California winegrowing. 

The name Jonata pays homage to the 1845 Spanish land grant, Rancho San Carlos de Jonata. At the

time the land grant covered a large part of the Santa Ynez Valley. Today's Jonata is at the heart of the

former land grant. The Jonata name was borrowed by the first pioneers from the local Chumash Indian

and means "tall oak." Jonata is the embodiment of land, soul, and people coming together for a common

goal; to produce singular wines from a singular place. 

Land - Jonata is a goldilocks state within Ballard Canyon. Not too hot, not too cold. Just right. Blend of

coastal cool & inland warmth. Dinural shifts up to 40 degrees hold acidity and freshness. Rolling hills

with a high concentration of Careaga sand run through the estate. A challenging landscape for

cultivation and a key element to the qualities of Jonata. 

Soul - Timeless and diverse practices are in place to create health and community at Jonata. Our roots

reach great depths in our sand to develop our trademark tannin structure. Polyface farming practices are

implemented to create a diverse and sustainable ecosystem, utilizing a blend of sustainable practices

that continue to build the health of Jonata. Vines, orchards, olive trees, native oak, sheep, goats, pigs,

chickens, turkeys, bees, and visiting coyotes, boars and mountain lions thrive. Each with qualities that

create a rich environment. 

People - Since 2004, a consistent team remains at the core. Winemaker Matt Dees and Vineyard

manager Ruben Solorzano combine their experiences in winemaking, soil science and farming expertise

to help Jonata thrive. Growing with the land: much of the team works in the vineyard and winery,

creating a diverse set of skills and qualities that help provide depth of knowledge and experience. 

Available for New Jersey accounts only.

WINE NOTES

The magic of the 2018 harvest really began to appear in mid-August when the temperatures cooled

again and basically remained sunny, mild and in the eighties for the remainder of the harvest

season.The ripening from veraison to harvest occurred under absolutely picture perfect conditions. This

long and slow harvest allowed for beautiful phenological ripening without the abrupt rise in sugar and

corresponding dramatic drop in acidity that can result from typical heat spikes. 

The harvest at JONATA was tremendous and began on September 15, 2018 with sangiovese and

merlot being the only grapes brought in that month. The rainfall at the estate from the early October

event was minimal. It basically acted to remove the dust from the clusters. The Jonata harvest was

roughly 2 weeks later than in 2017 with slow and even ripening throughout. The large majority of red

fruit was picked from October 10 through October 26 under clear blue skies. 

2018 is one of those rare vintages (unicorn vintages, if you will…) when yields are healthy and quality is

exceptional. The white wines are velvet in texture and absolutely full of tension and energy. The reds

are defined by subtlety and elegance. They are a pleasure to taste. They appear to be similar to the

2017 reds with that same complexity and charm. These are very exciting wines. 



Savory, earth-driven and lifted by floral aromatics. Violet candies, balsamic, nutmeg, espresso bean,

black pepper, black cherry and ripe blackberry. Stunning, graceful and complete. Polished and drinking

beautifully today directly out of the bottle. The definition of balance. Robust dark fruit, buoyed by

energetic acidity and buffered by soft and coating tannins. A seamless and approachable Todos.

Highlighting syrah on the nose with a strong cabernet sauvignon voice on the palate. The complex and

layered structure is a ten-variety ensemble effort. Fascinating and sumptuous. - Matt Dees, Winemaker 

93-95 points, "Always a good value, the 2018 Todos checks in as a kitchen sink blend of 45% Syrah,

21% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Petit Verdot, 9% Petite Sirah, and the rest Merlot and other

miscellaneous varieties. Its inky, glass-staining purple color is followed by a beautiful bouquet of smoked

black fruits, bouquet garni, peppered meat, and hints of crushed rock. It's rich, medium to full-bodied,

beautifully balanced, and just a gorgeous wine." - Jeb Dunnuck
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